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"...Heron's attempt to shed light on an aspect of 
the community that too oft goes unnoticed 
[maintenance] is noteworthy, and his experiences 
and perspective provide a great number of points 
to reflect on, particularly for those of us endowed 
with our own set of wings..."  
                     —Jeremy Jankowski, avweb.com 

What does it feel like to turn  
Air Force fighter jets for a living? 
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A uthor Earl Heron enlisted in the U.S. Air Force in the 
spring of 1980. He served three years as an F-4 and 

F-16 mechanic at Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas, Ne-
vada, before accumulating more than 900 flying hours as a 
flight engineer on the C-130 at Pope AFB, Fayetteville, 
North Carolina. After six years in the Air Force, he left the 
military to complete a baccalaureate degree in technology 
and management. He holds the FAA Airframe & Power-
plant (A&P) mechanic certificate.  

(718) 740-2079 

Learn about the temperament of fighter aircraft, 
fighter pilots, and fighter mechanics. Follow the 
transition from civilian, to aircraft maintenance stu-
dent, to Cold War participant. This aviation-career 
book details how these experiences expanded the 
author’s perception of airborne and ground fighter 
jet operations. 
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http://www.avweb.com/news/reviews/182129-1.html

